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On 5™ May 2011 the Australian Government released a draft proposal for a network of marine
reserves in the Commonwealth waters of the South West bioregional marine planning region.

Australia’s South West is of global significance for marine life because it is a temperate region

with an exceptionally high proportion of endemic species — species found nowhere else in the

world.

Important industries, such as tourism and fisheries, depend on healthy marine ecosystems and
the services they provide. Networks of protected areas, with large fully protected core zones,
are essential to maintain healthy ecosystems over the long-term — complemented by
responsible fisheries managementl.

The selection and establishment of marine reserves should rest on a strong scientific foundation.
We are greatly concerned that what is currently proposed in the Draft South West Plan is not
based on the three core science principles of reserve network design: comprehensiveness,
adequacy and representation. These principles have been adopted by Australia for establishing
our National Reserve System and are recognized internationally.2

Specifically, the draft plan fails on the most basic test of protecting a representative selection of
habitats within the bioregions of the south-west. There are no highly protected areas proposed
at all in three of the seven marine bioregions lying on the continental shelf.®> Overall less than
3.5% of the shelf, where resource use and biodiversity values are most intense, is highly
protected. Further, six of the seven highly protected areas that are proposed on the shelf are
small (< 20km in width)® and all are separated by large distances (> 200km).> The ability of such
small isolated areas to maintain connectivity and fulfill the goal of protecting Australia’s marine
biodiversity is limited.

The gaps are further exemplified by the very patchy protection of identified unique features.

We are concerned that 160 of the 165 areas identified as biologically important and thirteen of
the sixteen key ecological features mapped during the planning process have either low levels of
protection proposed (< 15% in highly protected areas) or very limited protection proposed (0%
in highly protected areas). It is well recognized that where the habitat of a threatened species is
spatially restricted full protection may be required.6

We have grave concerns about the lack of protection caused by these gaps in the proposed
system of marine reserves. To protect marine biodiversity all habitat types should be
represented to an adequate level within highly protected areas.” If implemented as proposed,
the marine reserves would cover less than half of the mapped habitat types within the South-
west planning region within highly protected areas. This would be a major failure for the whole
marine planning process and send a poor signal internationally.

We urge the Australian Government to amend the proposed network of marine reserves to
address these concerns, by significantly increasing the level of protection to adequately cover all
the continental shelf bioregions, and providing a high level of protection for key features such as
the Abrolhos region, the Rottnest Shelf, the Perth Canyon, Geographe Bay and the Capes, the
Albany Canyons, the Recherche region, the Great Australian Bight, Kangaroo Islands Canyons,
and the Kangaroo Island upwelling system—one of Australia’s most productive ocean areas.
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