Dear Jon 

Thank you for sending me the draft. I have read right through it (a minor miracle these high-pressured days), but I have no comments on content that are likely to be useful to you. Your perspective is very much an agency view (i.e. the evolution of legislation and other agency initiatives), whereas my viewpoint is as an (academic) ecologist. I would naturally want to explore questions like: what is the magnitude of the problem? what kinds of reserves are needed (how big, how many)? is the legislation truly effective in preserving biodiversity? what more needs to be done, specifically to address the basic problems? I confess that I do not see the environment through the eyes of someone versed in environmental law and politics, or governmental processes. I recognise the need for this perspective, and greatly admire the work of people like Bob Pressey and others, including yourself. 

My implied comment then is not a criticism but an option for extension-- an ecological appraisal of representative reserves. 

All the best 

Keith 

