· Figure 1 enabled a easy visual of the need to address reserve gaps, it would have been handy to see this transposed to other state or national situations 

· RFA's - the WA situation has been a political football, without solid reference I believe that the RFA has not been an effective vehicle for reserves in WA. 

· Marine Reserve similarities - I got a general impression that you intended following similar models to that of the marine world, this would be dangerous. One of the most contentious issues when attempting to establish an MPA has been the no take zones. Whereas it is accepted that certain activities are not allowed in terrestrial reserves this doesn't appear to be the case for the marine world - this difficulty may also transpose to the freshwater systems. Also the paper has placed a lot of emphasis on the National Oceans Policy - it is basically a crock. I believe at this point only one state has signed up and I know that WA has not even got to the table to discuss it. The policy had very poor consultation in its make up and its delivery and the effort to impose a top down view has not been well received. I would suggest that your group not follow this line. 

· The current National push towards regionalisation is a contentious one, often viewed as a political vehicle to impose Commonwealth objectives on States without the need to deal with State or local governments. If a representative reserve system is to be effective it needs to be a achieved using collaborative approach ... not a top down imposition.
Regards 

John Braid 

